
 

 

FERRETORIALS 
The Newsletter of FERRET FANCIERS 

OF GREATER MILWAUKEE 

Ferretorials were typed up for March/April but didn’t make it back from the 

printers and mailed out to be enjoyed so we are including them in with 

May/June’s edition.  It may look a bit weird to have two different newsletters 

printed out on the same paper, but I guess things are more confused then we 

realized.  Hopefully this will not continue and things will smooth out as we 

continue to try new avenues.   

 

A copy of the Ferretorials will now be available to all online on www.ffgm.net .  

We would appreciate knowing which of you would like to continue receiving a 

paper copy of the newsletter and who would rather just read it online (and save 

the postage).   

 

Volume XXII, No. 2 May/June 2009 

Meeting Dates 

 
May 10

th
- Club Meeting 

starting at 1:30 pm 
 

June 14
th

-Club Meeting 

starting at 1:30 pm 

 

July 12
th

-Club Meeting 

starting at 1:30 pm 

 
All Club Meetings are held at 
Humane Animal Welfare 

Society (HAWS) at 701 

Northview Road in Waukesha.   

 

 
 
 

 

FFGM Board Meetings are held 

once a month, however 

locations, dates and times are 

subject to change. Everyone is 

welcome! If you’re interested in 

attending a Board Meeting, 

contact Judy for up-to-date 

information. 

 

 

FFGM UPDATES 
Milenda Reichman 

 

 

 

Editors Note 
 

We don’t have much to report about the newsletter except an apology for 

getting it out so late.  We have not heard anything from anyone via email 

stating how they would like to receive their newsletter though. 

 

 

Kevin Nuchell 

http://www.ffgm.net/
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Which of the following can seriously harm or even kill your 

animal companion? 

A. Medication prescribed by your veterinarian specifically 

for your pet.  

B. Bedding or nesting material labeled for use by your type 

of pet and sold by your local pet supply retailer.  

C. Over-the-counter flea treatments.  

D. A toy chosen especially for your pet.  

E. All of the above.  

If you chose "E - All of the above," you were correct.  

Surprised? So were the many people who have told the 

Humane Society of the United States the heartbreaking stories 

of their pet's injury or illness as the result of using such 

products. These pet owners contacted the HSUS because they 

wanted to be sure other companion animals didn't suffer the 

same fate.  

Too often, pet owners fail to realize that any product, even one 

designed specifically for pets like theirs, can be harmful. 

Individuality is the culprit. While we love each pet for his 

individual characteristics, the fact that every companion animal 

is different makes it impossible to create a product that will be 

safe for use by all of them. Individual animals may have 

unforeseen adverse reactions even to drugs that have been 

prescribed for thousands of other animal patients. While there 

are hundreds of products available for treatment and prevention 

of fleas, these drugs and pesticides can be quite toxic to pets if 

used in the wrong manner. Even when these products are used 

properly, their effects can be harmful or even fatal for some 

animals.  

To make matters worse, there is little government oversight of 

the safety of pet products. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission has jurisdiction over about 15,000 types of 

products, but the agency does not accept complaints or issue 

warnings about pet products. Calls about products for use on 

pets are referred to the National Pesticide Network, part of the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A call to that office 

(1-888-858-7378) reveals that the EPA can accept reports 

and provide information about pesticides for control of 

parasites on pets, but not about other products.  

Even if there were an agency whose mission was to guard 

your pet's safety, it could not act as a substitute for the 

protection you can offer by following some simple guidelines:  

When your veterinarian prescribes medication for your pet, be 

sure you understand what the medication is meant to treat 

and how to administer it properly. Ask your veterinarian to 

explain how the drug works and whether there are any known 

side effects. Check the label carefully to be sure you've been 

given the proper prescription, and inspect any refills carefully 

as well. Administer the drug as directed, and contact your 

veterinarian if your pet's responses differ from those your 

veterinarian told you to expect.  

Fleas, ticks, and other parasites can be a medical problem for 

your pet. Not only do they cause damage themselves, but the 

drugs and pesticides used to eliminate or prevent them can 

be harmful if used in the wrong manner or if your pet is 

sensitive to them. Despite the availability of "do-it-yourself" 

flea products from grocery stores and pet-supply retailers, 

always ask your veterinarian about the best approach to flea 

prevention. Read and follow label directions, and never use a 

product on any animal for whom it is not meant. Also be 

aware that a flea product applied to one animal may be 

harmful to another animal that lives in the same home, so 

discuss this possibility with your veterinarian as well. 

Choose chew treats carefully. Avoid products such as 

rawhide chews and pigs ears. The chemicals used to 

preserve them may be irritating to your pet's digestive 

system. [This type of chew can also cause blockages in 

ferrets]. And, if they are improperly preserved, they can 

become contaminated with pathogenic bacteria - like 

salmonella - that can be easily transmitted to pets and 

humans.  

When choosing toys, bedding, collars, or other items for your 

pet, inspect them carefully to ensure that they are well- made 

and cannot be easily pulled apart. Look for parts, like buttons 

[or sewed on or glued on eyes] that might come off and choke 

your pet. Even if a toy or other item appears safe, watch your 

pet interact with it. Some toys are appropriate only with 

Continued on Page 3 

 

Pet Products May Not Be As Safe As 
You Think They Are 

by Leslie Sinclair, DVM 
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Greenfield 
    Veterinary 
       Clinic S.C. 
 

01-06 

5981 S. 27
th

 Street 

Greenfield WI 53221 
Between Grange & College 

(414) 282-5230 
 

 

•Animal Dental Care 

•Avian Care 

•Small Caged Pet Care 

•Progressive Discount Program 

•Free 2
nd

 Opinion Program 

•Grooming Services 

supervision and should not be left where your pet can get 

to them. If your pet attempts to ingest any toy, bedding 

material, or other substance, take the item from him right 

away. If he appears to have already ingested it, consult 

your veterinarian immediately. 

Here's a final quiz:  

Question: Who can best protect your pet from 

the unforeseen dangers of toys, medications, 

and other pet products?  

Answer: Only you. Your pet counts on you to 

keep him safe! 

 

Dr. Leslie Sinclair, DVM - is the former HSUS director of 

Veterinary Issues, Companion Animals.  

 

Products from Page 2 

Traveling With Your Ferret 
By Susan Brown, DVM 

Midwest Bird & Exotic Animal Hospital 

An airplanes are the most commonly used method of 
long distance travel, so I checked on some airlines to 

see which ones would accept ferrets on in the cabin. 
To say the least I was very disappointed that the list 
was so small. Out of nine major airlines only two, 
Delta and America West, allowed ferrets inside the 
cabin with the passenger. To their credit they were 
very cheerful about the prospect of having these 
critters on board and I commended them on their open 

policy. There may be a hefty charge for a one way trip 
for pets riding inside the cabin regardless of the 
destination. A few airlines do not allow pets, other 
than seeing-eye dogs anywhere on the plane, even in 
the cargo compartment. Most of the airlines allow only 
dogs, cats and small birds in the passenger area and 
allow ferrets only in the cargo area. These airlines said 

there would be no exceptions to having ferrets in the 
cabin.  

I was assured that the cargo area of the planes that 
allowed pets are pressurized and heated, but 
obviously, the optimal choice is to have your pet with 
you in the cabin if at all possible. Airlines will not take 
pets into the hold area if the outside temperature is 
either extremely hot or cold because the pet may have 

Continued on Page 4 

Traveling with your furry ferret friends can be an 
enjoyable experience if you do some careful planning 

and take a few precautions before you set out on your 
journey. As much as we love our pets, not everyone 
feels the same and in the case of ferrets, some people 
who are uneducated on the sweet nature of these 
critters, can be downright unpleasant about having 
them around. In addition, ferrets are still illegal in a few 

areas of the country. Let's then cover some of the 
basics of traveling with a ferret to get you off on the 
right foot, or should I say “paw”!?  

MODE OF TRAVEL  

Probably the best way to travel with your pet is in your 

own car. In this way you can control the important 
things such as when to stop for eating, playing and 
resting and you can control the temperature to which 
your pet is exposed.  

If you do not have access to a car or have to travel a 
long distance you can choose from trains, buses and 
planes. I made some calls regarding what public modes 
of transportation would allow ferrets on board, and I 
received a definite NO to any pets from the Chicago 

suburban train and bus companies. Only seeing-eye 
dogs were allowed. This may differ in other areas of the 
country, but call first before making those reservations.  
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Waiting At the 
Rainbow Bridge 

 
Our sympathy goes out to all our members that have 

lost one of their fuzzies recently. 
If you have recently had one of your cherished ferrets 
go to the “Rainbow Bridge” and would like an epitaph 

put in the Ferretorials, please send it to the Post 
Office Box or give it to one of the FFGM Board 

Members. 

to sit in a carrier outside the plane while 
waiting to be loaded. This could affect 

whether your pet can travel with you at all 
times on your trip. If the ferret is going in 
the cabin, the outside temperature is not a 
problem. All airlines require a health 
certificate from a veterinarian issued 
no more than 10 days before the flight.  

If you do take your ferret on public 
transportation, please do not remove 
him/her from the carrier while on board 

unless there is an emergency. Your pet may 

be frightened by the new experience and 
you will greatly increase the chances of an 
escape or a bite to an unsuspecting 
passenger.  

WHERE TO STAY  

The first thing to consider when 
planning your stay is to make sure that 
ferrets are legal at that location. 
Remember that even within ferret-friendly 
states, ferrets may be illegal in certain 

cities. I just had a client relate a harrowing 
experience she had with her ferrets in 
Dallas, Texas which is a ferret legal state, 

but the where they are illegal in the city. 
Fortunately her ferrets were not confiscated 
and she got away with only a visit from the 
local law enforcement agent to her hotel 

room and had to pay a fine of several 
hundred dollars. Therefore it may be 
necessary to call local animal control 
officials in your destination city to make 
sure there will be no problems before 
making your plans.  

In addition to the outright legality of ferrets 
you need to know about the procedure in 
the case of a ferret bite. A few ferret legal 

locations in the country do not recognize 
the effectiveness of the rabies vaccine and 

may confiscate your ferret after a bite 
regardless of its vaccination status. Even in 
ferret legal states, ferrets are still 
considered wild animals and problems are 

handled by the Fish and Game Departments 
as well as Public Health. Make a call to the 
state Public Health Department as well as 
the local animal control department to 
determine if there are any regulations of 
which you need to be aware.  

Obviously you need to call ahead and make 

sure that the hotel, motel or camp ground or relatives house allows 

pets. Many people attempt to sneak their pets into overnight 

facilities without asking permission. If you get caught doing this, 
there may be a hefty fine as well as the possibility of confiscation of 
your pets if you are in a ferret-restricted area. Carefully weigh 
these serious consequences when contemplating your trip.  

WHAT TO BRING  

¶ Medical Records - I highly recommend that anyone 
traveling with their ferret bring a copy of their pet's medical 
records. This can be extremely helpful to a veterinarian who 
may have to treat your ferret in an emergency. The 

vaccination records are particularly useful and should be 
carried on your person at all times on a trip. If your pet 
bites someone, it will be necessary to show proof of rabies 
vaccination. It goes without saying your ferret should be up 

to date on vaccinations before to going on the trip. 
   

¶ Health Certificate - This may be required in some areas 
where you are staying. Have a health exam performed a 
few days before your trip and carry your certificate with 
you. This certificate also serves as proof of ownership. It is 
absolutely required by airlines. 

   

¶ Microchip number or certificate - I recommend that if 
you travel with your pet you should get it microchipped and 
carry the registration number with you. A great number of 

veterinarians in the country as well as animal shelters and 
animal control agencies have scanners to read microchips 
and if your pet is lost it can be more readily returned to you 
if it has a permanent form of identification. Contact your 

veterinarian for more information on the simple 
microchipping procedure. 

   

Traveling from Page 3 
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¶ Medications - Make sure you have an 

adequate supply of any medications that your 
ferret is currently taking. For medications the 
ferret needs continuously, bring more than will 
be needed on the trip in case some of it is 
spilled or damaged. If you need to get a 
prescription refilled on the trip, have the 
medical records handy or a prescription request 

from your veterinarian. You might consider 
making up a first aid kit for your pet in case of 
an emergency on the way. You can include 
hydrogen peroxide to clean wounds, styptic 
powder to stop bleeding from a nail, small 

gauze pads and one inch adhesive tape to cover 
a wound, Kayro syrup or honey in case of a 

hypoglycemic attack, a jar of strained meat 
baby food and a packet of powdered Gatorade 
and feeding syringes (usually ranging in size 
from 3 cc to 35 cc). 
   

¶ Travel carrier - The carrier that the pet will 

travel in should be escape proof, well 
ventilated, and be large enough to allow the pet 
to go to the bathroom in a corner and not soil 
itself when sleeping. The carrier should also 

have a solid floor of a material the pet can't 
chew through and have a secure lock. Cat or 
small dog-sized plastic carriers work well. 
Provide sleeping material such as a sleep sack, 

towels or blankets and bring plenty of extras 
because these materials are likely to get soiled 
at some point during the trip. Put several layers 

of absorbent paper on the bottom of the cage. 
Do not attach water bottles or bowls while the 
cage is in transit because the water can spill 
and cause to a wet, cold environment for your 
pet. If you need to provide food in the cage due 
to the length of time between bathroom stops, 
use dry food in a small lightweight plastic 

container attached firmly to the side of the 
cage. Heavy bowls can shift and cause injury to 
your pet. The carrier can be a safe, friendly 
home to your ferret and he or she should be 
kept in it at all times when unattended. 
   

¶ Food and water - Bring plenty of food along 
and protect it from extremes in heat as this 
may alter its nutritional value. Water can be 
provided in a bottle or bowl during rest stops. If 
the weather is very hot, you can put ice chips in 

the water to cool your pet. 
   

¶ Tranquilizers - I do not recommend the use of 
tranquilizers when traveling with ferrets. They 

dull the senses and ferret may become lethargic 
making it difficult to determine if there is any 
other problem going on such as heat stroke or 

hypoglycemia. Ferrets adapt to travel very 
well without adding the use of tranquilizers. 
In addition, older ferrets can suffer from a 
variety of medical problems and tranquilizers 

may aggravate with these conditions. If your 
ferret seems very frightened by traveling in 
the car, you might consider taking it for short 
rides at home and building up its tolerance to 
travel before embarking on a long trip. This 
may especially be true if the only trips your 
ferret has taken in the car are to the 

veterinarian, where the experience may have 
been less than pleasant! 
   

¶ ñAir conditionerò -If you will be traveling in 

very hot weather you need to make sure that 

your car's air conditioning system is in good 
working order. However, in case the air 
conditioner malfunctions or if you need to 
stay overnight in a warm area, it is a good 
idea to travel with a few plastic one half to 

one gallon jugs, such as empty, clean milk-
cartons, which can be filled with water and 
frozen or filled with ice. This container can be 
placed on the outside or inside of the carrier, 
which will then give off cool air as the ice 
melts and act as a natural “air conditioner”. If 
you put the bottle inside the carrier or cage 

make sure it is securely fastened so your 
ferret doesn't accidentally get injured in case 
it shifts in the cage. 

A FINAL NOTE: LETTING STRANGERS HANDLE 
YOUR FERRET  

I wish the world was altogether a friendlier place to 
ferrets, but the truth is, in some areas it is not. There 
are a wide variety of consequences if your ferret bites 
someone on your trip ranging from a delay in your 
trip due to quarantine of your pet to confiscation and 
euthanasia of your pet. As mentioned, in some areas 

even if your ferret is properly vaccinated for rabies, 
he or she could be confiscated if a human is bitten. 
Therefore, PLEASE be very cautious about who you 
allow to handle your ferret. We all know that most of 
these critters are gentle by nature and normally 
wouldn't think of biting a soul. However, in a strange, 

potentially frightening situation, or when exposed to 

certain odors, your pet may behave in a manner that 
is not expected. In addition to the concerns 
mentioned you may find yourself liable for medical 
bills and lost time on your trip if your pet has to be 
quarantined in the area for 10 days. This same 
caution goes for cats and dogs as well.  

With a little planning and care you can have a great 
trip with your little friend.  

Bon Voyage! 

 

Traveling from Page 4 
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A FEW 'HOT TIPS' FOR SUMMER TRAVEL! 
 

No matter where you live traveling in the heat of Summer can 
be deadly for a ferret! Even if you think that air conditioning in 
the car is sufficient, we will discuss a few items that you must 
keep handy when traveling. 
 

1. Cool WATER preferably in a spray bottle, it can be spritzed 
over the ferret if the air conditioning is not cooling as it 
should, or if you should break down at the side of the road, 
then it will be a necessity! 

2. WATER FROZEN IN A 2 LITER PLASTIC BOTTLE. If you 
are traveling in a cooler climate without air-conditioning, but it 
is too hot for the ferret, then the bottle can be placed next to 
the carrier or cage so that the ferret can lay next to it to cool 
off! In an emergency this will be a life saver! It can be 
wrapped in a towel and the ferret laid next to it. 

3. Several FACECLOTHS that can be used in an emergency! 
If the ferret does suffer HEATSTROKE, DO NOT IMMERSE 
IN COLD WATER or put cold water all over the body, this will 
cause the ferret to go into shock and some of the major 
organs will be affected! Instead take the facecloths and soak 
in cool water and place them on ALL OF THE FERRET'S 
LEGS, do this until you notice the ferret cooling off, then give 
fluids to drink, dry the ferret off and get into air-conditioning 
as quick as possible. 

4.NUTRICAL is an item to carry with you in case of 
emergency. In cases of shock you may want to rub a little, 
very carefully into the gums and rub the ferret's throat until it 
starts to swallow. This is an essential item to carry if the ferret 
has low blood glucose (hypoglycemia),just incase the heat is 
too stressful, this may cause a seizure and the NUTRICAL 
will help to bring the sugar level back to normal! BABYFOOD 
is necessary to have on hand in cases of hypoglycemia, right 
after the ferret has revived from the Nutrical follow with some 
Chicken Babyfood to help keep the blood sugar leveled off. 
Also if the ferret has suffered from being overheated, a little 
babyfood would be easier to digest and would put less strain 
on the already compromised system. 

5. A CALMING REMEDY. Some ferrets do not travel well and 
need a little help to calm down, my recommendation is 
BACH'S RESCUE REMEDY, available at the Health Food 
Store! Usually if not available they will order it for you. A 
couple of drops put in the water bottle will greatly help, or you 
can try a couple of drops directly into the ferret's mouth. 
Another way is to rub a drop onto the back of each ear. 

 
All these items are essential for travel with your ferret, don't 
forget that the ferret's natural body temperature is 101 and 
wearing a fur coat in the middle of Summer elevates the heat 
factor! Also ferret's have very limited sweat glands and 
therefore are not able to pant, as a dog does, to get cool. 
Before you travel PLEASE have ALL these items ready you 
never know when you may need them!!!  

What Should You Know About Heatstroke? 
Plenty! 

© Erika Matulich, Ph.D. 

 Because ferrets don't tolerate heat well, ferret owners 
must take extra care during summer to prevent heat 
stress and heatstroke. The main reason ferrets have heat 
problems is that they can't sweat. Humans perspire to 
cool down, but ferrets can't do this. (Wild ferret relatives 
live in cold climates.) Dogs pant to move air over 
moisture in their mouths to cool themselves. Ferrets don't 
normally pant; if you see your ferrets panting, he is 
suffering from heat stress and is in danger of heatstroke. 
I once took Sweet Pea to the park for a walk, and 
although I was comfortable in the pleasant weather, she 
started to pant. I immediately gave her water and took 
her inside. 
 
Prevention 
Temperatures above 80 degrees Fahrenheit are 
uncomfortable for ferrets, temperatures above 85 can 
cause medical problems within hours, and temperatures 
above 90 can be fatal. Although ferrets can live through 
high temperatures, heat-related stress weakens their 
immune system and shortens their life. If the outdoor 
climate has temperatures above 80 degrees, ferrets 
should be kept indoors in a temperature-controlled 
environment. 
 
These temperature guidelines assume low humidity 
levels (less than 40 percent). If you live in a humid 
climate, look at the heat index (a combination of 
temperature and relative humidity) rather than the actual 

Continued on Page 7 
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We at FFGM want 

to extend a great 

big THANK YOU  

to HAWS  for the 

use of their 

conference room 

for our meetings!!!  

temperature. If the thermometer reads 82 degrees F and 
the relative humidity is 80 percent, the heat index is 90, 
meaning that it feels to us like 90 degrees F. This is 
because higher humidity levels don't allow for moisture 
evaporation and heat dissipation from the skin. Although 
ferrets can't sweat, they still need to lose heat from their 
footpads, nose, ears, and mouth; high humidity doesn't 
allow for this. Because my ferrets and I live in South 
Florida, I pay special attention to humidity so that my 
fuzzies don't have problems. 
 
To avoid heat stress, keep your ferret in an air-
conditioned room, away from direct sunlight. Provide 
adequate water, and use ice or evaporative cooling to 
cool the surrounding air. Despite taking these 
precautions, you may have a ferret suffer from heat 
stress, which can quickly lead to heatstroke. Heatstroke 
can be fatal within minutesðone of the reasons you 
should never leave your ferret (or any pet or animal) in a 
parked car. 
 
Symptoms 
Your ferret may show initial signs of heat stress by being 
lethargic and lying flat on the floor. The ferret may have 
her mouth open, and her nose and gums might turn a 
darker pink (or white, if she is going into shock). If she is 
panting, salivating, or limp, or if she has red footpads, 
she is going into heatstroke. Further symptoms are a 
large quantity of mucus coming from the nose and mouth; 
collapse; seizures; and finally, coma. 
 
A ferret's normal rectal body temperature is between 99 
and 104 degrees F (the average is 101.9). Respiration 
should be 33 to 36 breaths per minute. Average heart 
rate should be 225 beats per minute. Higher 
temperatures, rapid pulse, and shallow breathing indicate 
heatstroke. To take a rectal temperature, shake down the 
thermometer, coat it with petroleum jelly, and insert it into 
the rectum a half inch. Wait one minute, remove, and 
read. You may need to have someone distract or restrain 
the ferret during this procedure. 
 
I have also used ear thermometers; although they are 
much faster, I have noticed that temperatures register 
lower in the ear, so adjust accordingly. You may need to 
adjust downward by about 3 degrees. My ferrets' ears 
read between 96 and 100 degrees, with most at 98. 
When I get a new thermometer, I take a baseline 
temperature for each of my ferrets when they are not 
having any problems. That way, when they do have a 
health problem, I know whether they have a higher or 
lower temperature than normal. 
 
First aid 
In cases of heat stress and heatstroke, the goal is to 

lower the ferret's body temperature steadily, not 
suddenly. I know how hard it is to work slowly on a 
suffering ferret. I once found Sasha gasping for air, with 
bright-red ears, gums, and feet. In my panic to save 
her, I was tempted to dunk her in ice water, but this can 
be very dangerous. Keep your own head cool, remove 
your ferret from the heat, and start cooling slowly. If you 
cool your ferret too quickly, his temperature can drop to 
a dangerously low level. 
 
Try offering water or Pedialyte (an infant formula that 
replenishes electrolytes) in a syringe. Drip it in the side 
of the mouth or under the tongue, making sure the 
ferret laps and swallows. Never force liquids into an 
unconscious animal. Wipe the ferret with a cool (not 
cold) towel, or wrap the ferret in a cool, damp 
washcloth. Concentrate on the feet, legs, hindquarters, 
groin, and tail area. Freshen the towel with cool water 
every few minutes. You can also dip the ferret in 
slightly cool water. Rubbing alcohol can be applied to 
the footpads (but nowhere else). Repeat until the rectal 
temperature reaches 103 degrees F. This may take a 
long time; I worked with Sasha for three hours before 
she stabilized. 
 
Get to the vet 
When your ferret has stabilized, go to the veterinarian 
immediately, even if the ferret seems fine. Your ferret 
may need treatment for dehydration or shock. Don't 
skip the veterinarian; ferrets can go into shock hours 
after the heatstroke symptoms have stopped. Sasha 
needed subcutaneous fluids and electrolytes. I'm glad 
to say that these methods saved Sasha, and they've 
gotten many other ferrets over heat stress and out of 
danger of heatstroke. 

Heatstroke from Page 6 
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Above businesses are listed as members only. FFGM as a non-profit organization does not recommend or endorse one over another. 

Dr. Tom's Home Veterinary Care 

1504 Parknoll Lane 

Port Washington, WI  53074 

262-284-7293 

West Allis Animal Hospital, Inc. 

1736 S 82nd St 

West Allis, WI  53214 

414-476-3544 

Haws 

701 Northview Road 

Waukesha, WI  53188 

262-542-8851 

Greenfield Veterinary Clinic SC 

5981 S. 27th Street 

Greenfield, WI 53221 

414-282-5230 

Participating Business Members 

       FERRET SPOTLIGHT   

   

***** 

 
Our story is about a little girl who came to the shelter in a less than happy state.  Judy knew she was coming, but 

she didnôt know when or how.  A knock at the door and we couldnôt believe the condition she was in.  All of us there were 
grateful to the man that brought her, even if the way he transported her seemed a bit odd.  He handed us a small aquarium 
with about an inch of water in it, along with a carrot and hot dog and of course a very wet little creature.  Admittedly he said 
he did not know what they ate.  Judy had been in the basement working on an adoption and came up to check out the 
newest addition to the shelter.  A bath was needed very badly.  Not only was she very wet but also very dirty.  She had a 
kind of sweet, woody, ashy odor to her with burns on her paws and nose.  
 

The scrubbing began and before you knew itéa beautiful white ferret appeared.  Except for that one stubborn spot 
on her back!  The reason it wouldnôt come cleané..it wasnôt white fur at all.  It was a dark patch of fur just like the end of 
her tail.  To our surprise there wasnôt one bit of fighting, struggling, or biting while any of this was being done.  By the end 
of the bath, the person helping Judy (that would be Ernie) was ready to adopt her.  Judy decided it was through the Grace 
of God that she made her way to the shelter, and so her name is Gracie.   
 

After a few weeks at the shelter Gracie found her way to our house and her new family.  Everyone got along great 
right away, Barney and Suzie along with our dog Buddy.  We have since lost Barney, so having Gracie here is a very good 
thing.  Suzie was definitely sad at Barnies passing but Gracie got her back in good spirits in a few days.  Judy guessed 
Gracie was less than 6months old when she showed up at the shelter, but she is a very good girl; except for digging in the 
furniture and the carpet.!!   

We canôt all be perfect or we wouldnôt be a true ferret.  Right??! 
If you make it to one of the club meetings, say hi to Gracie and her big sister Suzie. 

 
 

Ernie & Robbie Coppinger 

 

May/June 2009 
 



 

Ferret Fanciers of Greater Milwaukee is a non-

profit organization dedicated to educating the 

public about ferrets and to operating a ferret rescue 

and adoption program. Membership in Ferret 

Fanciers of Greater  

Milwaukee is $20.00 per year. FFGM meets on the 

second Sunday of each month (announced in 

Ferretorials) and we encourage ferret owners and 

others to become members and to join us at our 

monthly meetings. The FFGM Board of Directors 

meets monthly and all FFGM members are 

encouraged to attend Board meetings. 

Ferretorials is mailed bi-monthly to all FFGM 

members. If you are not a member of FFGM and 

would like to get your own copy of Ferretorials, 

simply contact us and you will receive an 

introductory issue of our newsletter. 

Ferretorials and the Ferretorials logo are the 

property of Ferret Fanciers of Greater Milwaukee. 

Ferret Fanciers of Greater Milwaukee Hotline (414) 

464-FFGM (3346) is an information source seven 

days a week. If you are asked to leave a message, 

we will get back to you. 

FFGM Officers 

 
President Judy Vowell 464-FFGM 

Vice President Pam Knautz 

Treasurer Jessie Klous 

 

SHELTER COORDINATOR 
Judy Vowell — ferret_otter@yahoo.com 

 

Ferretorials Editor 
Milenda Reichman — Milendasmail@yahoo.com 

Kevin Nuchell — Krv_Krn@yahoo.com 

 

Volunteers 
Jessica Klous 

Ella Tiarks 

Amy Suchla 

Rochelle Suchla 

Vanessa Mehmoudi 
 

 

Note: All “Ferretorials” are done by volunteers. There 

is no financial reward for design, layout or completed 

artwork. It is printed on a copy machine, stapled and 

folded by volunteers. 

Please Note Expiration Date!!! 
May/June 2009 

Ferret Fanciers of Greater Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 11625 
Milwaukee, WI 53211-0625 

Summer is 

coming, 

remember to keep 

your fuzzies cool. 

mailto:ferret_otter@yahoo.com
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mailto:Krv_Krn@yahoo.com

